CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ST. MARTHA CATHOLIC CHURCH

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN

PREAMBLE

By proclamation of the Second Vatican Council:

God has not made men self-sufficient in their quest for holiness and

salvation. The Lord has brought men together to acknowledge Him and to

serve Him. God's people are composed of the laity, the clergy, and those in the religious life. By the Vatican Council's decree on the apostolate of the laity, the people must become involved and share with Christ the life and action of His church, motivated by love and guided by the gospel and the needs of the church. In order that we may fulfill the desire of the Council's decree, and also organize our parish family so that each and every member can assume. some of the responsibility as well as share their God-given talents, we do establish this Constitution and By-Laws for the Parish Council of St. Martha’s Church in the city of Dearborn, in the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Parish Mission Statement
St. Martha Parish, as part of the greater church of Detroit, is a family formed by god to live an active faith under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We are challenged to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to all; to celebrate the realities of our faith through a joyful and meaningful liturgy; to educate all of our people in the faith; to serve the human needs of others; and to share our faith and resources as God’s family. 

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of the organization is "The Parish Council of St. Martha’s Church."

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

In St. Martha’s Parish, the purpose of the Council is:                

        To set the policies and visions of the parish; to serve the needs of the parish community; and to set parish goals.
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

1.   There shall be twelve (12) members belonging to St. Martha’s Parish Council

2.  Membership shall consist of the pastor, six (6) members selected from the parish at 

     large (at large means "from the entire parish"), The Religious Education Coordinator,    

     one (1) selected young adult member of the parish between the ages of 16 and 22

     years inclusive and one (1) member from each of the three (3)  parish organizations

     (Women of St. Martha, The Men’s Club, and the Usher’s Club).
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ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS

The council shall elect from their lay membership a, president, vice-president, and a secretary. Officers are to be elected for one (1) year.  Elections of officers to be held at the September Council meeting.

ARTICLE V - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

1.  The president shall conduct all meetings of the council.

2.  The vice-president shall assume the duties of the president in his or her absence.

3.  The secretary shall:

     a. Be responsible for the publication of all meeting notices and

          the agenda for said meetings.

     b. Record in detail all business transacted by the council.  
     c. For the betterment of the Church and the need to keep all parishioners informed,
         cause to have published in the parish paper a synopsis of the minutes of all council 
         meetings.

     d. Maintain in the Parish office with the Parish Secretary a permanent record of  

         council business and reports. 

ARTICLE VI - NOMINATIONS AND SELECTIONS

1.  Membership on the parish council shall be restricted to registered, active, members of  

     the parish.

2.  Parishioners shall self nominate themselves to the parish office, in writing, prior to the 
     selection process. 
3.   Selections will take place on the second Sunday of June each year.  Council members 
      shall be selected by lottery. Those candidates names first drawn shall fill the at-large
      seats that are vacant. All names shall be drawn and recorded in the sequence of their 
     drawing to fill any future vacancies.
4.   No council member shall serve more than two consecutive two (2) year terms.
5.   A permanent record shall be kept, by the secretary in the parish office of the selection
      results.

Page -2​
ARTICLE VII – VACANCY

1. A vacancy on the council of an at-large member shall be filled by the person next in 
    line as determined by the previous selection for the remainder of the unexpired term  

    only.
2. A vacancy on the council by an organization representative is to be filled by the 

    organization’s choice for the remainder of the unexpired term only.

ARTICLE VIII- MEETINGS

1.  All regular meetings of the council shall be open to all members of the parish.

2.  Notice of meeting shall be announced on the Sunday prior to the meeting and 

     listed in the monthly parish calendar. Council members shall be notified by the 
     secretary.

3.  Regular meetings shall be held September through June, meeting schedule to be set at    

     the September meeting. 
4.  Special meetings shall be called by request of the pastor or the president of the Parish 

     Council.

5.  A special meeting may also be called at the request in writing of at least four 

     council members, providing that the requirements of Section 2 of this article have

     been met.


6.  Seven (7) members of the council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

     business.

7. Providing that a quorum is present, decision making shall be by consensus.

8.  All parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend all regular meetings of the 

     council. Any concern of parishioners may be referred to a particular committee or to 

     a council officer for consideration on the agenda at a future meeting.

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES
Standing committees:

The standing committees shall be: The Worship Committee and the Finance Committee
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Article IX cont.

The Worship Committee shall:

     a. include the pastor and those members of the parish the pastor deems appropriate,
     b. serve the parish in the areas of liturgy and ecumenism~ promote programs of  

         education, planning and evaluation and be involved in liturgical celebrations.
The Finance Committee shall:

      a. be appointed by the council president.
      b. meet and confer on a regular basis with the parish bookkeeper,

      c. provide for the planning and supervision of the financial affairs and physical  

          properties of the parish. This committee is responsible for the effective utilization
          of parish resources, the budget, and the church support,
      d. provide for the council a monthly synopsis report on the finances of the parish, this

          report to be included in the permanent record of the council.

Committees (general):

Shall: 

       a. be appointed by the Council President, the first person named shall act as chairman 

           until the committee can meet to elect a chairman,

       b. proceedings of all committee meetings shall be recorded in detail. 

       c. committees shall report their recommendations to the parish council.

       d. the council president shall be a member ex officio of all committees.
Vicariate Representative:
One (1) parish member shall be appointed annually with Council approval to be the St. Martha Representative to the local Vicariate.
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ARTICLE X- PROCEDURE

1.  Decisions of the parish council must be ratified by the pastor to become effective.

2.  The council may by a two-thirds vote appeal a veto of the pastor to the vicar for a 

    hearing on the matter, or to the regional bishop should the pastor be the vicar.

3. The decision on a veto made by the vicar/bishop shall be binding on both the council 

    and the pastor.

4. Except where stated elsewhere in this document, Robert's rules of order shall govern 

    all council and commission procedures.

5.  Newly selected council members shall take office at the September meeting each year.

​

ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS

1.  Proposed amendments to the parish council constitution must be approved by the 
     parish council.
2.  Proposed amendments, when submitted to the council, must be signed by a registered 
    member of the  parish in order to be considered. Amendments may be initiated by a 
    registered member of the parish or by the parish council.

3.  If several amendments regarding the same subject matter are submitted, the parish  

     council will then proceed, in their wisdom, to combine all amendments into one 
     which contains all the pertinent points of each, and after a majority vote of approval 
     on the rewritten amendments, the council will then vote to accept or reject the
     amendment.
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